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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-24, 27 and 28 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 17- 24, 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hendrey et al (Hendrey), U.S. Patent No. 6,647,269 in view of 
Brandenberg et al (Brandenberg), U.S. Pub. No. 2005/0043060. 

Regarding claim 1 7, Hendrey discloses a system for transmitting a text message 
from an advertiser to mobile subscribers, comprising a database for storing information 
regarding the mobile subscribers (col. 5, lines 12-39), an advertiser manager platform in 
communication with the database (col. 4, lines 15-50) and a short message system 
center in communication with the advertiser manager platform to send the text 
messages (col. 3, lines 26-36). 
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Hendrey, however, fails to disclose the advertiser manager platform including a 
text filter for filtering in the text message based on predefined character strings prior to 
the text messages being sent. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Brandenberg discloses a method and apparatus for 
scheduling presentation of digital content of a personal communication device. 
Brandenberg further discloses filtering text information for predetermined content before 
the messages are sent to a mobile terminal (abstract and paragraph 0304). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Hendrey for the purpose of ensuring appropriate messages are 
being sent. 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
system of claim 17, wherein the advertiser manager platform is for: receiving from the 
advertiser content of the text message and at least one criterion (location/distance of 
user relative to a store) for the mobile subscribers; and interrogating the database to 
determine each of the mobile subscribers that satisfy the criterion (Hendrey, col. 5, lines 
12-39). 

Regarding claim 19, the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
system of claim 18, wherein the advertiser manager platform is further for: calculating a 
cost of transmitting the text message to each of the mobile subscribers that satisfy the 
criterion (Hendrey, col. 2, lines 56-60); and filtering the content of the text message for 
predetermined character strings (Hendrey, col. 5, lines 19-24). 
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Regarding claim 20, the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
system of claim 17, wherein the advertiser manager platform includes: an advertiser 
interface module; and a database management module in communication with the 
advertiser interface module (Hendrey, figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 21 , the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
system of claim 20, wherein the advertiser manager platform includes a cost calculation 
module in communication with the advertiser interface (Hendrey, col. 2, lines 56-60) 
module and a text filter module in communication with the advertiser interface module 
(Hendrey, col. 5, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 22, the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
system of claim 21, wherein the advertiser manager platform further includes a mobile 
subscriber interface module in communication with the database management module 
(Hendrey, col. 3, lines 26-36, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 23, Hendrey discloses a device for managing text messages 
sent from an advertiser to mobile subscribers, comprising first programmable means for 
receiving from the advertiser content of a text message and at least one criterion 
(location /distance of a user relative to a store) (col. 4, lines 27-45), second 
programmable means for interrogating a database to determine the mobile subscribers 
that satisfy the criterion (coL 5, lines 12-39). 

Hendrey, however, fails to disclose third programmable means for filtering text in 
the text message based on predetermined character strings prior to the text message s 
being sent to the mobile subscribers that satisfy the criterion. 
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Brandenberg discloses filtering text information for predetermined content before 
the messages are sent to a mobile terminal (abstract and paragraph 0304). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Hendrey for the purpose of ensuring appropriate messages are 
being sent. 

Regarding claim 24, the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
device of claim 23 comprising fourth programmable means for calculating a cost of 
transmitting the text message to each of the mobile subscribers (Hendrey, col. 2, lines 
56-60). 

Regarding claim 27, the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
device of claim 24 further comprising fifth programmable means for receiving an Input 
(purchase infonnation) from at least one mobile subscriber relative to the criterion 
(Hendrey, col. 5, lines 42-49). 

Regarding claim 28, the combination of Hendrey and Brandenberg discloses the 
device of claim 23 wherein the first programmable means further receives from the v 
advertiser a time at which the text message Is to be transmitted to the mobile 
subscribers that satisfy the criterion (Hendrey, col. 5, lines 19-24). 



4. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1 , 3, 5-9, 1 5, 16 and 29-37 are allowed. 
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5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Prior art fails to suggest or render obvious a cost calculator in communication 
with an advertiser module for automatically calculating a cost of transmitting the text 
message to each mobile subscribers that satisfy a criterion in response to receiving 
advertiser content and prior to the text message being sent. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Temica M. Beamer whose telephone number Is (571) 
272-7797. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday-Thursday (alternate 
Fridays) 7:00am-4:00pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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